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Storm could slow blizzard (Jeanup

San Bernardino Mountains still digging oul,

but snow expected only at higher ele

By Josh Caln

jraimgEarng

Southern California will see
wel ither return to-
day and over this weekend, fore-
casters said, which could lead
to more huzards for the region’s
n towns already hit hard
ric amounts of snow,

ional Weather Service

TORRANCE

ations

in San Diego said the snowfall
will mot be nearly as intens
ust wisek, when some comming
es were, quite literally, buried
under feet of powder.

But the fact that any amount
of precipitation will return to
these areas could lead to com-
plications for the ongeing re
ene efforts of those residents
still trapped or assessing the

damage to Ihﬂr Im:m

S
above 9,000 fw-l ta
above communitl
Wrightwood in the
briel Mountains or C
vl Running S

in the
Bernardino Mountains,
morning, the
low as 8,000
feet, still high enough to miss
said

snow coald

residential
Stefanie Sullivan, a
teoralogist in San Diego
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SITE OFFERS VETS
PSYCHIATRIC CARE

Mental health: The Steven A. Cohen Military Family Clinic is

ul-..l.av

afficials a3

o Los Angeles-area veterans, active-

the

23rd to open

nationwide as part of the (nhen Velerans Network — and the third in California

By Teresa Liu
tlingisong.

A clinic that provides
mental health services to
Los Angeles-area veterans,
active duty service mem-
bers and their families, has
officially opened its doors in
Torrance.

The 7,000 square-foot fa-
cility boasts 13 clinical of-
i & community room,
twe family rooms and a
large waiting area. Its cur-
10-membs

fers both i
health ser

ans statewide,
Torrance Mayor George
Chen and representatives
from the local chamber
of commeree were among
those who attended the
Thursday grand epening.
CLINIC » PAGE 7
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PORT OF LONG BEACH

Addition
to Pier G
extension
complete

Wharf, expanded by 240 feet,
will allow larger and cleaner
container ships to be offloaded

The Port of Long Beach's 355 million
wharf expansion is finished and officials b
A major step in increasing business at the na-
s sevond Largest seaport during a Tharsday cel-
ehration,

The expanded wharf will allow bigger
clenner — ships to eall at the improve
celebration at the port dquarters included
bhon-cutting ceremony and the signing o
prect with unions for future constriction projects
a the port,

The port’s Pier G Wharf Improvements Project
adds 240 feet of wharf, allowing terminal opera-
tor International Transpartation Service toaccom-
mwndate container ships capable of carrying up to
16,000 twenty-foot-equivalent units of cargo.

The project, funded by the port, also adds back-
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GRANNY FLATS
Huntington Beach
ued by state over
housing deci

By Haitlyn Schallhomn
EachunlTh

, Gy,

Nl'wwul 1 m. Bonta, along

with other st mbasted Huntington

Beach’s recent housing decisions,

“alifornia is suing Hunti

Thursdiy, over not process

property owners to build accessory dwelling units,

ADUs, eommonly called granmy s And officials

warned more action could occur should the City

Council contimae with its plan to oppose the build-
HOUSING » PAGE 7
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or’s remiedy process.

“Huntington Beach has
decided to slam the door in
homeowners' faces,” Bonta
said. "No one gets to pick and
choose the laws they want to
follow.

“The laws are clear, as is
Huntington Beach's willful,
intentional refusal to follow
them. That’s why we're in
court.” Bonta said.

Starting in 2017, state laws
Nifted barriers to building
secondary units on a single
lot. Housing advocates and
state officlals argue ADUs
will help meet

ping charter cities of their
ahility to make their own
decisions.”

Regional Housing Needs
Allocation, or RHNA, laws,
Strickland said, would cause
Huntington Beach to double
in s

f Huntington Beach's
City Council majority wants
to change the law, they are
welcome o reach out te
their state legislators, but to
date my office and | have not
heard from them on this is-
sue, making chear that this is
poditical theater of the worst
kind, and a huge waste of
Huntington Beach taxpayer
dollars to boot.” Sen. Dave
Min, a Democrat whe pep-
resents Huntington Beach,
sald lna

wifering living space for mul-
tiple generations of fam
lies or much-needed rent-
als by making use of larger
lots that were traditional in
LY Ccomamnities,

But Huntington Beach of-
ficials said Thursday the cf
will accept new ADU appli-
cations and is ing 100
or so already in the pipeline,

The process for ADUs will
be streamlined and reviewed
by the council on March 21,
along with other housing is-
sues, but Huntington Beach
is at presemt “following the
state housing laws despite
the fact that we believe the
state has overreached,” said
City Attorney Michael Gates.
“But in the meantime, we're
following the state housing
Taws"

As housing goals were
Thanded out to eithes through-
out California for the num-
ber of homes — including
mandates at varbous levels of
affordalility — they have to
plien fos over the next deciude,
the pushback wis quick amd
T, But most also got to
wiork identifying in their re-
quired kocal planning where
developers eould build what
the state figured is needed to
miect housing needs.

As of Thursdy, 242 Cal-
ifornia cities, including 103
in Southern California, were
without a state-approved
housing plan. That apens
them up to the bailder’s rem-
edy process, where develop-
ers can propose housing
projects with cities having
less say in what's planned.

State officials said Thurs-
day they sent Huntington
Beach councilmembers let-
ters warning of the rami
cathons of their housing de-
cislons prior to the lawsuit.
The ity has argued that as
a charter elty, Huntington
Beach has greater auton-
omy and iso't subject to state
housing kws,

At the end of the day, the
state’s vision as it relates to
housing cannot be realized
anywhere else except lo-
wally” Newsom said.

Huntington Beach, New-
som said, is not serving its
community well with these
housing policies and will
“waste time, cnergy and tax-
payer dollars”

Earlier in the weck, Coun-
cilmember Pat Burns called
for resistance to state hous-
ing mandates, arguing that
the relaved state provisions
on ADU eonstructions can
‘harm the quality of life in
single-family home neigh-
borhoads

5.
“Sacramento thinks they  pa
can tell us how o zone our

we need to  resist it in any
way we can.”
ayor Tony Strickland
called the state’s lawsuit
filed on Thursday “a bunch
of blister.” Officials said the
ity is “midstride” in its hous-
ing planning and more deci-
sians will be made on March
21, 50 at this stage, they say
the states allegations ar: a
“nonissue.”
Strickland called the
state’s press conference
nulhmn but grandstand-

‘I feel like I don't need
to hear a lecture from Gov.
Mewsom,” Strickland said.
“As mayor of San Francisco,
he beft the city in shambles.
He should focus on his job as
gwernor”

Huntington Beach filed its
own lewsoit against Califor-
nia on Thursday afterncon
In federal court, chnlleng—

1 the stat

Assemblymember Diane
Dixon, a Republican, said
shie il not read the lawsait
as of Thursday morning, but
said shwe is “familiar with this
sz annd aum sympathetic to
e cities in my district that
are wrestling with similar
mangates.”

California has sued Hun-
tington Beach over housing
plans before. A 2019 Jaw-
suit ended with Huntington
Beach settling out of court,
a point state officials harped
on when announcing the
new begal batile.

“They tested us in 2019,"
Newsom said. “They're test-

While Huntington Beach
is taking one of the more ex-
treme stances against state
hovsing policies, munie-
palities across the state are
struggling with huge in-
creases in state homebutld-
ing mandates and stricter
planning requirements,

Redondo Beach hasn't
outright banned builder's
remedy projects but has
been slow to update its hous.
ing plans to accommodate
its allocation, with Mayor
Bill Brand a vocal opponent
to the state’s housing man-
dates. Redondo Beach has

Clinie
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The Torrance faci
the 23rd to open nation-
wide as part of a chain of
mental health clinies for
veterans and their fam-
ilies thats backed by a
£275 million gramt pro-
vided by Steve Cohen, a
hedge fund billionaire
and philanthropist who
also owns the New York
Mets,

The Steven A, Cohen
Military Family Clinic,
20800 Madrona Ave,,
Suite C-100, marks the
hird such facility in Cal-
ifornia. The first clinic
opened In @ San Diego
home in 2019, followed
-‘\l\qlhrr in Oceanside

ony Hassan,
nlrsulml and CEO of Co-
hen Veterans Network,
noted that veterans of-
ten have trouble getting
timely treatment.

“Somebody asked me
yesterday, 'What keeps
me up at night?™" Has-
san said, “What keeps me
up is that when we have
people who finally ask for
help and then they call
and they're told, °T ean't
see you for six months,
I can't see vou for four
months”

“Granted, we're not per-
fect,” he added, “but we
can see you a lot sooner
than that.”

There are roughly 18
million veterans and 2.1
million active-duty and
reserve service members
nwide, according to
census, And sinee
ere have been 2.8
ve-duty Amer-
fean mili personnel
deploved to Iraq, Afghan-
istan and beyond, leading
to inercasing numbers of
combat veterans among

basibeber’s rem-

edy projects in the works, but
bath are on track for deni-
als by the Oly Council, de-
|Jio\- said.

actment, nbuu:ﬁwcmcsand
the League of California Cit-
s presented Newsom with o
better urging him to veto the
bill. Shortly after it became
Law, four charter cities — Re-
dondo Beach, Torrance, Car-
son - and Whittier — signed
on to a lawsuit against the
state, asking L.A. Superior
Courts to find the law in vi-
olation of the Californka Con-
stitution and ban its enforce-

ment, (Court reconds show a '!"‘ Frienids and loved ones
ent Port show s 7 5 EE S riends and loved or

o ——— Y Celebrating Lives & Legacies | who have passedaway.
Thaese four cities said ey - - =

the

The most_publicized
mentil health challenges
facing veterans service
members are post-trau-
matie stress disorder and
depression. At some point
in their life, seven out of
every 100 Veterans (or 7%}
will have PTSD, according
to an estimate by the U.S.
Department of Veterans
Affajrs.

FHOTO Y A8EL SOESTER

Staff Sgt. Ryan Pitts. Meda! of Hones Recipient and Cohen Veterans Network
ambassador, speaks at the Steven Cohen Military Famdly Clinic on Thursday.

/11 veterans, 6,000 ac-
tive-duty service mem-
bers and 10,000 military
family members in
Angeles County are ¢l
bie for the services offered
by trained clinicians at
the Torrance facility,
CVN estimates.

The clinic provide
mental health services
in the form of individ-
ual therapy, family ther-
apy, couples sessions and
group sessions. It takes
all major forms of health
insurance. If a patient
doesn't have insurance,
the case manager will
step in to provide connec-
tlon to financial serviees,
sald clinic Director Joles
Balancio.

The key difference be-
tween the Colien elinies
and others that serve
veterans, Hassan said,
is that they also treat
family members of vet-
erans or active duty
members,

This udes parents,
siblings, spouses or part-
ners, children, caretak-
ers and other who might
also deal with mental
health challenges.

The catalyst for the
network was Cohen's
son, Robert, who joined
the U.5. Marine Corps in
2009 and served in Af-
ghanistan from August
2010 to February 2011,
Hassan sald.

When the vounger Co-

he urged his father to
start the network — be-
cause he saw the need for
mental health care in the

seen 50,000 clients, out of
which 53% were veterans
or active duty, and 47%
were family members,

Sgt. Ryan Pitts, a Medal
of Honor recipient and an
ambassador for CVN, said
during the grand opening
that “it's a hard lifestyle”
for people who've ev
worn the uniform, as well
as for these who are con-
nected to people who have
worn the uniform.

In 2003, the then-17-
year-old Pitts joined the
Army under the delayed
entry program.

During his time in ser-
vice, Pitts was deployed
twice to Afghanistan, in
2005 for 12 months and
in 2007 for 15 months,
In 2014, he received the
Medal of Honer for his he-
roic act during the Battle
of Wanat in 2008,

Pitts recalled getting
to the medical clinic af-
ter he was wounded and
looking across the room
for his battle buddies, no-
ticing who wasn't the:

“I can tell you, the i in-
visible wounds have taken
a far greater toll on me
than the physical ones”
he said, “You know, there's
a lot of things; even with-

mental health challenges,
(such as) worrying about
other people and service
menibirs in uniform, you
know, just being in that
COmmun
he transition from
military service to col-
lege wasn't difficult, Pitts
said, but he started to ex-
perience challenges when
he joined the corporate
world.

“As time went on, I
could sec that there were
impacts at home,” he said.
“1 was distant, I was di
tracted. [ was never pre:
ent. Even with my wife
and kids, 1 wasn't happy
o come home. [ didn't en-
Juy being a dad, And [ saw
that {having an effect) in
my family.”

It wasn't until nine
months after Pitts told
his family about his men-
tal health challenges -
about five or six years af-
ter leaving the military
= thitt he decided to seck
treatment, he said.

Mental health care, e
pecially among the ve
eran population, can of-
ten be stigmatized, Balan-
cio said.

“We can be apprehen-
sive to receive treatment
und get care,” she said
“s0 by being available and
open for services, we're
hoping that it can make
getting care a lot eas-
ier and help break barri-
ers down and make care

More than 52,000 post-  hen returned to the US,
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were in support of building
more housing within their
bounds = but categorized
Senate Bill 9, the now state
Rawy that alkws dupheoss and
lot splits in single-family
neighborhoods, as a “one size
fits all” approach that doesn’t
adeuately ensure the devel-
opment of affordable places
e live. Huntington Beach of-
ficials say they, too, support
reasonable, locally controlled
housing development.

“It is flawed legislation
that strips our city of lo-
cal control and residents of
IheJr ahility to provide in-
rance Mayor George
i.!wn sald Thursday. “Wiat
we need instead is for the
state to work with us in
providing the needed tools
and resources to allow cit-
§es to streamline kocal hous-
ing approvals in a responsi-
bibe manner and fund afford-
ahile housing.”

In Manhattan Beach,
where the City Uouncil ear-
Bier this year reluctantly ap-
proved the development of
an apartment complex that

[Sheila Sullivan Banken
Jan 18, 1932 - Feb 24, 2023

Shella Sulivan Banken passed away

peacafully al home swrounded by ber -

tamily ¢n February 24, 2023, Sheia

was born in Los Angeles on January [5 CRES
18, 1932 1o William and Mary  Kelly

Sullivan, wiid imimig from County

Cork ana County Galway, Irefand fo

the United States. Along with her sisser, Margaret Sullbvan,
they ware raised by their parents togethes in the city of Los
Angal

os.
Sheila anended Saint Michael's Elementary School where
she met Glen in the first grace, who later in lile would becoms
her husband. Sheila attended Saint Mary's Academy High
School and went onto M1, Sairt Mary's University whete she
gradualed in 1953 with an English major. She became a
teacher at El Segundo Elementary Schoo! whare she taught
first and fourth grade until 1962,

Shaita and Glon Banken mariaed in June of 1957, By 1962
the family began 1o grow with tha arrival of Steve, Nancy in
1963 and Anne in 1968, They enjoyed mary famsdy vacations.

ther,

Sheila was active m many organizations theoughout her e
Sha supporied M1, Sant Maty's as a Regent for 25 years. She
served on tha Grand Jury of Los Angeies, she was a docent
at Ctvera Street and was a CASA, Counl Appointed Special

0
Sheda had a wonderful ltish wit, great sense af humor, and
enjoyed conversations with famsy and friends on a dally
basis. She was a vibrant personality, a livoly spirit which wil
rever be forgoften
Sheila 15 survied by her chiddren; Steve (Maria Alvarez),
Anne

fel under the builders’ reme | Nancy, Paprault), ncr
edy, Mayor Steve B
said he isn't surprised by the Sl\s-spw-ﬂwwmwher wmuss ;ioals. Gian, who

Eawsuit — as plenty of other
cities are with Huntington
Beach in spirit on maintain:
ing local control.

And while the state’s in-
tentions with thise housing
laws are good, Napolitano
added, legislators don't con-
sider what it takes for cities
to ahide by them. Cities don’t
need total contrel, he said,
hull khe}' dommt batance.
is doing

A gsal
of planning for the construe-
thoa of 13,368 new homes by

0,

Newsom's “goal is to ur-
banize quiet, private prop-

uhal other citles have been
thinking, but didn't want to
risk themselves,” Napolitano
satid, “We've all been lobby-
ingon lur.ﬂ mnn\ﬂ for \\-nm.
but

y-oWTiing
Strickland said. “This law-
suit filed by our city attor-
ney today is the first major

step in taking the governor -

and the state to task over
their faulty narmatives about
housing and their unconsti-
tutional legislative and ad-
ministrative means of strip-

ears; the courts e the only
thing 1eft for cities as far as
boseul eomtrol goes.”

Staff writers Joff Collins,
Tyler Shaun Evains, Kristy
Hustchings, Lisa Jocobs and
Erika [ Ritelie contribecd
{0 this report.

pissod away in 2012.
Memaorial Mass wil ba held at Sant Lawrence Martyr Church
an Friday, March 315t at 2pm, recoption 10 Saliow. In Liew of
Bowars, please donate 1o Providence Trinity Care Hospice of
& charity close to your heart.
Visit fab
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It is with heavy haans that we announce
1ho passing of Joseph Edward Lanihan,
wha 8l v2 on Febouary 18, 2023, just
days atter his 60th birthday

Joe was born on Febreary 8. 1963,
in Los Angeles to James and Mary
Lenitan, He geew up in Redando Beach
whave he ariended grammar school ai St Lawrence Martyr.
He went on 1o attend Loyola High Schocl wharg he played
warsty soccer, foothall, and volleyball. He then matriculated
to Loyola Marymound University whare he played on the
MEN'S SOCOT Laam

ARor graduation, Joe pursued a carear in the goll industry,
devaloping, acquiring, and managing goll courses. He spent
13 years at Amearican Goll bekare maving 1o Tokya wher he
assumed the e of CEQ at Pacific Golf Managomont. After
five yoars overseas, Joo retumed back 1o Los Angeles.

in 2010, a new progect caught Joo's oye: a $00.000 square
foot, century-oid, abandoned lextie mil located in Gaston
County, Narth Carckna. Joa spent the next 12 years of his ba

consisting of nearly 200 urds and aimost 100,000 square
oot of commarcial space. Tocay. the Loray M#l represants
& unique blend of the hissoric and contemporary South. Its
redevalopment injectad new Iife into the town of Gastonia.
Jow's exceptional work athic, dedication, and appreciation of
hiigtory earned him the respect and admiration of residents,
‘community members, and local leaders alike.

Joa had & remaskable sense of adventure. He wisited China
and Europe the summer aftar his high schoal graduation
traveled East and Southeast Asia while vng in Tokya, and
amer the Russian invasion of Likraine, bought a one way fight
to Poland 10 provide school supplies to Likminian refugeos.
Ha charishad his yearty fishing trip to Alaska and appreciated
& good heach vacation, almast as much as a good cigar,

Joe was known fof his greal sense of humor and infectious
tough, He had a knack for making every momont one 1o
remomber, and his legacy will live on in the plethora of
mamaones and stories shared by his nands and famidy. Joa
i survived by his threa chidron, James, Jack, and Clare
Lenihan; his pasents Dink ard Mary Lennan: his sister
Colleen Maners; his nlece Sydney Manors and nephew
Wilkam Maners.

A tunaral service wil be held a2 10:00am on Friday, March
17th at St Lawrence Church, In keeping with Joe’s love of all
things Hawailan and irish, please wear your lavorite Aloha
shirt or a splash of groen 10 colobrate:

Fest in peace, Joe. You will be lorever loved and missed
Pt g o it ofdasyarpesy £t

To place an obituary or funeral notice
| in the newspaper and online, please
call 310-540-5622, fax 562-499-1391

or email: obits@dailybreeze.com
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